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SUBJECT: OXCART Phase-Out : .
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Scope Cotton Decision 20, which prov:Ldes guldance for the OXCART
phase-out, is attached.

In the event there is an objection to, or desired modification of,
. any part of this gmdance, your recommendations should be expressed
immediately. » _
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Scope Coiton Decision No. 20

In view of the decision to return the Oxcart aircraft {rom Kadena
and to place all Oxcart in storage as soon ag feasible, the following . ¢ »
izplexenting guidance will apply: ° 'JApﬁq

- . S

1. Tre three operationel aircraft at Xadena will be returred toﬁwupﬁa o
whe U.S, as soon as logistically feasible. Upon return, they +wiil te ! 9 S

- pleced in storage at Palmdale as soon as Palmdale cen &ccept thez, " b

2. One operational aircraft in storage the second test’ 25Xf f
gireraft, and the trainer are to move to storage at Palmdale as soon as S
Pelmdale can accept thom,

, *. “ho remaining two operational aircraft are to move
O storsge at Palmdale as soon as Palmdale can accept them.

4. Storage actions arc to be accomplished in the most expeditious PR |
and efflicient manner possible. In this connection, consideration should I
be given to landing the three aircraft from Kadena at Palmdale, rather than :

| with subsequent move to Palmdale,

A{

{
: o 5. All Oxcart aircraft currently flying in the U.S. are authorized jf.f y
25X1° hours from this date only .for purposes incident to readiness for storage j‘~:§'
and sare ferrying to Palmdale. Hours for proficiency or other training = ..o
not pervinent to the above purposes are not authorized. With respect "”““-F

- To the three aircraft at Kadena, there is currently no planned operational

. activivy; hours are authorized for the purpose of maintaining readiness : g
Tor return to the U.S.; if there are logical reasons why the aircraft _ i
B
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should not be flown directly to Palmdale upon return, these aircraft are
. authorized flying hours only to maintain readiness for storage and safe

e ferrying.to Palmdale. . N ‘ 25£i ;

6. All A-12 aircraft will be the responsibility of the |
NRO upon storage and while in storage. This relieves the SE=7L SFO
’ OI svtorage responsibility.

7. Program'Director.D, in conjunction with Agency personneliiﬂﬁolved,
‘'will determine the recommended disposition of tanker aircraft, support
aircraft, Air Force personnel, and other regular Air Force assets.

8. - Installed and ground equipments (with appropriate spare systems) ' v
will be retained to support all A-12 aircraft in storage. Spare parts
end other supplief will be retained to support at least a 90 day level.
for five operational aircraft. (Scope Cotton Decision 5 provides moro 23
specifics in this connection.)  Residual Oxcart assets at Kadena common v

B to the SR-71 aircraft will be transferred to the SR=71 program i ok
5X1 Oxcart peculiar assets at Kadena are to be returned to ai
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9. Asscts cxcess to the preceding paragraph 8 levels will be

avaiiaovle for redistribution as first priority to any NRO program, sccénd
riority o the SR~71 program, and thirdly to any other uscer (if sceurity

s not a limiting consideration.) However, any non-NRO customer is %o be
csponsiole for any costs beyond an “as is" condition (rcpuir, transporta=
ion, packing and crating, otc.).

{L‘au (§ )

0. In those relatively-few instances where Oxcart peculisr spare parts
wve boen dravn down below the prescribed 90 day level for 5 operational
ireralt, procurement ~f spares to build back to the 90 day level is
utnorized. Repairs are authorized to meet the serviceable criteria in

cope Gotton Decision 5, except that no engine. overhauls are authorized
Z;§éo Pratt & Wnitney facility.

11. Contractors are to. be notified  immediately that the Oxcart progran
s being terminated.

12, FY 1968 costs are ‘authorized for preparation for storage and

e o A

n preceding paragraph 10), within total Oxcart funds presently approved

* (the requirement for some funding presently-approved will reduce). The

agency's as of 30 June 1968 Status of Funds report will reflect the adjuste=
ments involved,

'13. For several reasons, guidance can not be furnished at this time

n-siorage, and for spare parts procurements and for repairs (as authorized

i B
{ o - W :
s531 with respect to (a) the Tagboard progranm| lat Beale (b) close-25%1
j out pending
! speciric recommendatiions from the Agency, and (&) related funding during
I FY 1969. This guidance will be furnished as soon as practicable.
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